May 21, 1962

Or. Jorome B. Viesner

President’'s Sclence Advisory Committes
The Whits House

Vashington, D.C.

HEMORANDUM
Dear Jerry:
Soms notes to tape down the substance of our telephone conversation.

The csll was made at Dr. Doty's specific suggestion to convey some
of our mutua! Impressions about the chief problem aress worthy of consideration
for U.S. Japen cooperstion in sclence.

1. Rather than sttempt to deal with specific substantive sreas the
discussions should emphasize the genera! problem of sclence communication
betwesn the two countries. This should be dramatized in order to bring eut
as many proposals for effective solutions ss possible from the pecple who
could implement them rather then have them directed from on high.

2. Some specific suggestions follow:

a. Speclal support for English languegs publication of Japaness
research. MNany of the present English or bilingusl journals are In serlous
financlal difficulty.

b. Establistment of reference centers on & reciprocal basis to
furnish access to current publications in the U.S. and Japan respectively.
to sclentists in the other countrles.

¢. Broadening the functions of the science sttache to include
survey reports anslogous to those now furnished by ONR London. An aggressive
sclence Information officer tn such a post could also be the focus of additionst
proposals.

d. Announce special emphasis on the probliem of effective communi-
cation to elicit specific working proposals. This should be perticulerly
effective as & means of gensrating means to improve the use of a language
of genera! scientific comunication (which happens te be English).

o. Paul slso wished to stress his very strong support fer in«
creased, not cut back, RIN funds for Japanese sclence, particulerly In
support of badly needed equipment.

Yours sincersly,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetics
¢c: Or. Paul Doty
Dr. Alvin Welnberg



